Use of recombinant proteins in the diagnosis of autoimmune connective tissue diseases.
The use of recombinant proteins has been an invaluable tool for the study of the structure and function of cell components, and the analysis of autoimmune-mediated responses. Furthermore, it has also been instrumental in facilitating the development of reliable assays for the detection of a number of autoantibodies. This article discusses basic aspects of recombinant DNA technology, as well as its applications and limitations in the diagnosis of autoimmune connective tissue diseases such as systemic lupus erythematosus, Sjogren's syndrome, systemic scleroderma, mixed connective tissue disease, autoimmune inflammatory myopathies and primary vasculitides.